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Satire’s my weapon; but I’m too discreet, 

To run a-muck and tilt at all Imeet ; 

1 only wear it in a land of Hectors, 

Thieves, sipercargoes, sharpers, and directors,—Porr. 
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PARLIAMENTARY REVIEW. 


ne a 
No. VIII. 


———— aa 


The upper portion of the “ collective wisdom,” has been 
principally engaged since our last in routine business ; but 
on Thursday a little animated conversation took place, on 
the subject of Irish tythes. The Earl of Kingston presented 
some petitions against the tythe composition act; one of 
which referred to some dispute arising from the refusal of a 
Dr. Woodward to compound at a moderate rate. The Bishop 
of Limerick defended the Doctor; and gatd the dispute arose 
from some peisons wishing to throw the burthen on the poor, 
instead of placing it on the shoulders of the landlords. Now 
this Bishop of Limerick may be partly in the right; because 
if the burthen is to be borne at all, there is no doubt but 
that it will ultimately be shuffled upon the shoulders of the 
poor ; but to do the landlords justice, we believe they had 


rather it were abolished altogether, or reduced as low as 
Ne. 13, Vol. XI. 
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possible ; which is not the case with the church ; nor do we 
believe that either Dr. Woodward, or the Bishop of Limerick 
would enter into any dispute, ‘“‘on behalf of the poor.” 
They only want the burthen dad somewhere—the money is 
all their object ; and though they might prefer taking the 
money from the rich, in one heap, as a matter of convenience, 
they hunt for it through every cottage, and seize upon every 
pig, cow, and even upon the last potatoe, rather than go 
without it. Lord King, after some comments on the modesty 
and meéknes of Dr. Woodward, said the parish were only 
told that if they did not compound with the parsons, they 
would be delivered over to the lawyers ; and the lawyers 
would deliver them over to the Great Tormentor, the Tythe 
Incarnator. After some conversation, the bill was ordered 
to lie upon the table :—and there it may lav—until the two 
Churches of Ireland shake hands, and agree in the division 
of their spoils. 

In the lower portion of the ‘ collective wisdom,” there has 
been a variety of conversation, not worth the detailing.— 
Monday was nearly spent in the consideration of the mea- 
sures affecting the silk trade; and 1826 was finally fixed for 
the opening of the ports for foreign manufactures, after an 
effort to obtain a delay until 1829. 

On Tuesday Mr. James presented a petition from Mr. Cob- 
bett, against Mr. Stuart Wortley’s new Game Bill, which 
went to constitute several new descriptions of property, 
namely, rabbits, hares, pheasants, woodcocks, snipes, &c. 
Mr. James observed, that the Honourable Member had omit- 
ted to make the wi/d goose property and game; and asked 
the reason for this exemption—whether it arose from any re- 
gard to the authority of Shakspeare, who had written—“ like 
the wild goose flies, unclaimed of any man.” Mr. Cobbett 
concluded his petition with a prayer for a reform of the 
House, being convinced that it was only in a House 
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constituted as that is, that any man would have dared 
to propose such 4 bill. Mr. Stuart Wortley did not choose 








to enter upon the goose exemption--and we are left to infer 
what we please from his regard to the léberty of geese; but 
he declared that the petitioner had, either designedly or other- 
wise, misrepresented his bill, which did not include rabbiis in 
its provisions. To this Mr. James replied, the error was 
easily accounted for. Tabbits were included in the gentle- 
man’s former bill, and the petition was drawn up before it 
was altered. The petition was ordered to lie upon the table. 
On Thursday the bill was discussed. in committee; and la- 
mentable it is to read the stuff which the reporters put into 
the mouths of some members. Lord Milton is said to have 
particularly objected to the clause which ertitles every owner 
of fifty acres of land to the game which should be found on 
thatland. And why so? Why, forsooth, because it would 
rest the property of the gamein twenty hands where it is now 
confined to one! An excellent reason, in faith, for Lord 
Milton, who has many thousand acres; but likely to sound 
very strangely in the ears of one who has only fifty. Why 
might not his Lordship as well except to a man’s property in 
his trees, in his corn, in his cattle, because he had only fifly 
acres of Jand; and because to divide property, is to make 
many masters instead of one. In another place, his. Lord- 
ship said, game could not be made property. Why, then, 
do the laws actually make it the property of the lord of the 
manor? If the occupiers of the land had either sense or 
spirit, they would soon abolish the game laws, or. the game. 
If we were occupiers of land, we would kill every head of 
game within our reach, by poison, or by any means, if we 
were nct legally allowed to take our share of it; and every 
peasant who may be sent to prison for wiring a single hare, 
could poison a hundred without any danger to himself. Mr. 
Stuart Wortley gave up his “‘ black game, heath and moro 
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‘“‘ game, bustards, woodcocks, snipes, quails, land rails, 
‘< wild ducks, teals, and widgeons;” and the property clause 
now includes only “ hares, pheasants, partridges, and 
grouse ;”—and even with regard to these, Mr. Wortley is re- 
ported to say, there was no penalty attached to killing them; 
the parties so offending being only liable to punishment as 
trespassers. Wedonotlike to accuse this strait forward tory 
of duplicity ;—but we fear there is’a little in this instance. 
There is no law to punish aman for killing poultry; but folks 
who rob hen-roosts are not indicted as trespassers. They are 
indicted and punished for steading the property of another. 
Now this bill makes game property ; and persens detected in 
carrying away the game may be indicted for steading it, and 
subjected to transportation:—and thus Mr. Wortley may 
cunningly encrease the present heavy oppression of the game 





laws—these infamous reliques of the barbarous ages, which 
disgrace every country where they are tolerated. 
THE ALIEN BILL. 

It was to have been hoped, that when our Ministers affect- 
ed to dislike the proceedings and principles of the Holy Allies, 
they would have refused to be any longer panders to the ca- 
price or the vengeance of the foreign tyrants: and that we 
should have heard no more of alten-bills, to scare the unfor- 
tunate from seeking refuge on our shores. But the result 
shews us, what we have always suspected, that our Mini- 
sters are yet coquetting with the Holy Allies; and that the 
spirit of the late Lord Castlereagh has some influence in 
the Cabinet. Mr. Peel has not only introduced his alien-bill 
without a blush, but proposes its continuance for two years. 
His speech was a tissue of self-refuting absurdities. He de- 
nied that there was Jess liberality or hospitality exercised to- 
wards strangers now than formerly; since ‘ from 1816 only 
‘* 17 aliens had been sent out of this country, and of these 
‘* 12 were connected in some sort with Buonaparte. In 1822 
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“ not one alien was sent out of the kingdom; and in 1823 
‘only one.” This very statement, if true, proves the inu- 
tility of the law to serve English interests. In any particular 
case, the Ministers, without such a law, could remove a fo- 
reigner; and, on shewing the grounds, apply for a bill of in- 
demnity, as they do when they infringe upon the liberties of 
their own countrymen. Nothing but the necessity of frequently 
employing the power of such a law can justify its existence. 
Mr. Peel further said that the law did not prevent foreigners 
from taking up their residence here; and he affected to shew 
this, by stating that the number of foreigners in this country 
had encreased since 1818, from 16,000, to 24,000, in 1823. 
But the secretary begs the question by this mode of putting 
it. The true point of enquiry is, not how many are here, 
but how many would have been here, but for the bug-bear of 
this bill. We in England may know that the power con- 
ferred by an alien-bill is but rarely resorted to; and that fo- 
reigners might come here without any great risk of being 
sent back again. But how are the foreigners to know this ? 
The alien-bill was first passed at the express desire of the 
holy allies ; and they have studiously circulated the intelli- 
gence of its existence through all their dominions. The fo- 
reigners know that they may be sent back if they come; and 
to inhabitants of despotic states, it is quite enough to know 
that the powerexists. They can have little doubt but that 
it will be employed against them. [t appears the number of 
foreigners in this country has only encreased 8,000 in about 
six years ; and in that time there have been the liberals of 
three nations exposed to persecution at home! On all ordi- 
nary grounds of calculation, the number should have 
encreased four-fold. More than ten thousand Neapolli- 
tans would have sought refuge amongst us, if their 
fears of being sent back had not prevented them. Spain, 
it is notorious, would have sent in many thousands 
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if they had been sure of a welcome; and the numbers 
of German, and other continental liberals, who have 
crossed the Atlantic, might have sought an asylum in 
England, but that they were not certain it would have 
been accorded to them. Mr. Peel proposes in his new bill 
to exempt all foreigners who have resided here for seven 
years. This is just such a boon to the foreigners, as the pre- 
tended emancipation of the Judges from the influence of the 
Crown was to the people. The late King had no power to 
dismiss the Judges himself, and he agreed to a Jaw which 
prevented his successor from doing so at his decease; thus 
very graciously appearing to surrender a power he did not 
possess; as Mr. Peel proposes to surrender a power which 
he does not want touse. Mr. Hobhouse said he was glad to 
get any thing; but this is really xothing. It is during» the 
course of the last seven years, that the persecution of the 
continental liberals has commenced. Up to the year 1816, 
the alien bill might have been pleaded as necessary, with 
some shew of reason, the country being engaged in war, and 
extraordinary measures being occasionally necessary. But 
since the ratification of peace, no such pretence can be made; 
and yet Mr. Peel not only continues his alien bill during the 
peace; but he retains its powers over all who may have ar- 
rived during the peace. Granting that the adherents of Na- 
poleon were the enemies of this country, why should we re- 
fuse to receive the liberals of those states which we incited to - 
overthrow the despotism of Napoleon. The continental powers 
are hunting to death the very parties who destroyed the em- 
pire of Buonaparte:—for it is notorious that it was the 
secret societies of Italy, and Germany, and not the wisdom 
of their politicians, or the voice of their Kings, that dissolved 
the confederation of the Rhine, dashed in pieces the iron 
crown of Italy, and carried to the very capital of France 
the influence of that public opinion which disarmed and left 
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powerless the master-spirit of the age. Mr. Peel does not 
want foreigners here to plot against their own governments. 
Surely he might leave those governments to take care of 
themselves. What is itto him, what becomes of the despotic 
systems of the continent? Who made him dry-nurse or 
foster-father tothem? If they were all swept from the face 
ofthe earth, humanity might have no reason to regret it, and 
justice would most certainly rejoice at the circumstance. 
Worse could hardly be substituted in their places; and the 
chances of better would be an hundred-fold. Who would 
weep to hear that Ferdinand had expiated his crimes on the 
same tree that witnessed the murder of Riego? Who would 
regard the exile of Francis of Austria to the rock where his 
son-in-law was seized with a cancer in the stomach; nor would 
any additional regret be felt, even if Sir Hudson Lowe, the 
goaler of Napoleon, had a more legitimate victim on whom 
to exercise the arts of torture. Or who would care if Alex- 
ander experienced the fate of his father? Paul was as good 
an emperor, and a better man; for he kept his word, and 

had some personal feeling. 

As to our Secretary of State for the home department, what 
is he but the head police-officer of the holy alliance in Eng- 
land. For English purposes he cannot want the aid of an 
alien bill. This is a power which he can only require as a 
member of the Holy Alliance; for an English minister might 
at all times safely remove any man against whom he could 
offer an English reason for removal. This bill is necessary 
only to screen a knavish statesman in an act of premedi- 
tated injustice ; and Mr. Hobhouse did a service to humanity 
when he proposed, as an amendment, that the alien bill was 
a disgrace to the statute book, and that the house would 
not sanction a measure which was intended to support 
the tyranny of the Holy Alliance? The debate that followed 
upon this amendment was disgraceful to the House, and ab- 
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solutely damnatory of the character of an opposition, A Mr. 
W. Wynn (one of the Grenville lot engaged last Sessions) 
was satisfied with the exemption, which exempts no one, and 
quite pleased with the manner in which the Ministers had 
used their power. The man needed but one excuse for the 
vote he was engaged to give; aud lo! he found two! So 
much for one of the followers of ‘“‘ Buckingham!” Sir James 
Mackintosh followed ; but the spirit of the author of ‘‘ Gaul 
‘* Vindicated,” seems to have evaporated in ill health, the 
spleen, and the vapours. Instead of unmasking the policy 
of the Ministry with a fearless hand—instead of laying bare 
the infamy of their connection with the Holy Alliance, he 
mildly warned the House against the introduction of arbitrary 
measures, under the semblance of expediency. Sir James 
might as well have pelted the Colossus of Rhodes with an 
elder-tree pop-gun. Then came a Mr. W. Lamb, not much 
of a damb by nature, who thought the measure necessary, in 
the present state of Europe! Aye, to be sure; and in the 
present state of America, too, only Mr. Lamb dare not say 
so. Inthe present state of Europe, if England did but her 
duty with regard to foreigners, not a despotic throne would be 
standing in 3 years from this time. Mr. Lamb knows this; 
and out of affection to despotism, he would have the foreigners 
persecuted here, as they are abroad; or, what is just the 
same, put under the surveillance of Mr. Peel, who will give 
a good account of them to the Emperor of Russia, the King 
of Prussia, and all inquirers. Lord John Russell, who only 
wants the courage to be politically honest, talked in his 
usual strain; and said something about corrupting “ our 
own free government.” Pooh, pooh! Lord Jobn! You 
know it is corrupted enough already; what of virtueremains, 

is in the people, and not in the government; and there is 

little enough in either just at present. The ‘ House of Bed- 

ford” should either wake more to the purpose, or go to sleep. 
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We do not want such an opposition as this. It gives the 
ministers half their popularity, and enables them to steal 
the rest. A want of decision and integrity has made 
George Canning more popular than Earl Grey ; and enabled 
Lord Sidmouth to supercede the blood of all the Howards. 
Mr. C. Hutchinson spoke out honestly his abhorrence of the 
Holy Alliance and its objects. We like this senator, though 
related to an Earl and a Lord whom we do not like. There 
is a plain spoken honesty about him that pleases us—but he 
is not the man who should have met the ministry on such a 
question. Mr. Warre and Lord Althorpe, made a feeble 
opposition to the bill, which was carried by a triumphant 
majority. In truth an English Minister is as absolute as 
a Dey of Algiers. The one is sometimes deserted by his 
adherents, as the other is occasionally murdered by his fol- 
lowers, but while they reign both are absolute; and it would 
be as well for the nation that there should be no House of 
Commons, as that the minister should have the majority in 
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his train. 
THE NEW COURTS OF LAW. 

An odd conversation occurred on this odd jubject. Mr. 
Bankes, one of the representatives of the stones of Corfe 
Castle, does not like the fronts of the new Courts of Law at 
Westminster, and proposes to have them taken down, that 
more handsome ones may be erected, and, of course, more 
of the public money spent, Now, the front of the new 
Courts is aukward enough, but still it is quite good enough 
for the purpose to which the building is dedicated; and it 
may appropriately remain until the code of law is simplified, 
and the present abuses rectified. But there is an itch for 
spending public money, which not even a Chancellor of the 
Exchequer can always controul; and Mr. Bankes obtained 
his Committee, though Mr. Hume and the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer opposed him. 
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MOCKERY OF THE LABOURING CLASSES. 


Lord John Russell, who appears to have an itch for legis- 
lation in trifles, and where legislation can do no good, has 
obtained a select committee, ‘‘ to inquire into the condition of 
‘“‘ the labouring classes, particularly with a view to the prac- 
‘* tice of paying part of the wages of labour out of the poor’s 
‘rates; and to report their opinions as to the best mode of 
“ abolishing the practice.” Why, my Lord, we will tell you 
the best mode. Abolish the system that makes them poor— 
the system that compels them to labour one day for them- 
selves and jifteen for those upon their shoulders. The prac- 
tice is an expedient to obtain labour cheap, because the em- 
ployers of the labourers have no sufficient surplus to remu- 
nerate them properly. The Landlord, the Fundlord, the 
Tax-eater, and the Parson, take so much from the land, that 
there is not enough left for the labourers, and their employ- 
ers are compelled to put them upon short allowance. This is 
allthe secret. We want neither a spirit from the grave, nor 
a Select Committee of the collective wisdom, to tell us this. 
But we want a remedy—a means to secure to the labourer his 
share of the produce—and this will not be found until the 
labourer seeks for it himself. If Lord John Russell were in 
earnest to serve the labourer, he should vacate his seat, and 
employ the borough influence of his family, in behalf of men 
who would effect the remedy that he will seek in vain from 
Select Committees ; which might as well try to realize Swift’s 
experiment of extracting swn-beams from cucumbers, as to 
find in the system any means of mending the condition of the 
labourers. 

PUBLIC SALE OF JUSTICE. 

We have often read of impudent propositions made in 
the House of Commons, and we have also heard some few 
of the ordinary ones with which the public are generally in- 
sulted every session; but the present Attorney-General on 
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Friday last, has distanced all past instances of officia] au- 
dacity, and obtained for himself a niche in the temple of im- 
pudence, and successful impudence too, far above all his 
predecessors, Lord Althorp has introduced a bill for the 
more easy recovery of debts underten pounds. The bill is 
a bad one, and will doas much misehief as it affects to re- 
medy, by creating a nest of nuisances in the shape of in- 
ferior courts; but his Lordship’s intentions are good, and he 
is not to blame that the collective wisdom does not see the em- 
bryo mischief, and provide against it. But the Attorney, an- 
ticipating that the bill will prevent litigation, comes forward 
and demands compensation for those officers who derive 
fees from litigation at present. The principle is this: if it 
should please God to bless the people of this country with com- 
mon sense to keepthem from going tolaw, the public would be 
called upon to indemnify the officers for the loss they would 
sustain by the honesty or good sense of the people. The 
hangman, upon the. same grounds, if he had an unprofitable 
year, from the success of the bible societies, or any other 
cause, might go to Parliament, and demand a compensdtion 
for the loss of his fees. ‘‘ There used to be,” he might say, 
or hire the Attorney-General ‘to say for him, “so many 
‘“‘ hanged in the course of the year. I have a vested right in 
‘my office, by virtue of which I calculate upon the execu- 
‘‘ tion of so many individuals, and for which I was paid so 
‘‘ much money, and had so many perquisites. I calculated 
‘‘ upon this when I accepted the appointment; and though I 
‘‘ do not absolutely insist upon hanging so many people, yet, 
‘as I am ready to do it, or to hang twice the number, I de- 
‘¢ mand a compensation, if you adopt any measures that may 
diminish the frequency of my being called upon for a 
‘‘ spice of my office.” The Attorney-General had no better 
ground for his friends than this—he says, you are about to 
do a great deal of good, by preventing litigation; but these 
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men live by it, (as the hangman lives by hanging) and you 


must grant them a compensation! He went on to state that 
‘¢ the office of chief clerk of the Court of King’s Bench re- 
“turned about seven thousand a year.” This, a damning. 
fact, if it be one. Here is seven thousand a year wrung 
from the suitors of the Court, perhaps wrung from their ex- 
tremest misery, and in defiance of what is called the consti- 
tutional maxim, that “ justice shall neither be delayed, re- 
“fused, nor sold to any man!” This sum, greater than 
the President of the United States receives for the executive 
government of a congeries of mighty nations, is bestowed 
upon a mere clerk for an office which thousands would be glad 
to fill even for one hundred ‘per annum; and because a le- 
gislative measure is likely to diminish litigation and save 
expense to the public, this clerk wants a compensa- 
tion, when ,his office would be overpaid at a ¢enth of his 
salary. The Attorney General said the late Lord Ellenbo- 
rough was offered £80,000 for the place. A poor tin-man 
was persecuted to ruin by that miracle of sanctity, Sid- 
mouth, for offering to buy of him a place; but this is a saleable 
office, and tenders may be made publicly for it to a Lord 
Chief Justice, with impunity! Ellenborough, however, did 
not sellit. He gave itto hts son, and thus saved his own 
purse. We donot blame him for this: though it is mon- 
strous that the fees should not be reduced, when they pro- 
duce such enormous renumeration; but we are astonished 
that any man dare claim any compensation for the probable 
diminution of such fees, instead of thanking God that he 
has enjoyed so long so much more than he deserves. The 
Attorney General also claimed compensations for the three 
Prothonotaries of the Common Pleas. These have been 
sold to the individuals, by the judges, we suppose, and pro- 
duce £10,000 per annum. Then there are the ‘ Seconda- 
ties,” and the ‘* Master of the Plea side of the Exchequer;” 
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and the ‘ Senior Attorney of the Court of Exchequer ;” and 
‘‘ the Prothonotaries of the Great Sessions in Wales,”—all 
to be compensated, although, in fact, they can lose nothing, 
-and if they did, would rather deserve to be put upon decent 
salaries, than have any fees at all. The whole amount of 
compensation claimed for the leeches who have contrived to 
fasten upon the fees of office, is modestly stated at five or sex 
thousand a year, which the Attorney General said would be 
a trifling burthen upon the public! Only atrifle, indeed ! 
It is a trifle for which America finds a Chief Magistrate, and 
such a one, too, as is worth all the Attorneys-General that 
have plagued the people of England. In the first place, it 
is to be remembered, that the new Bill only affects debts to 
the amount of £10; and in the second, that none but fools 
would ever go into the Court of King’s Bench, or Common 
Pleas, to attempt to recover a debt of that sum; so that the 
great probability is, that there will not be one suit the less, 
nor one shill’ng lost in the way of fees. At any rate, if the 
claims were just under any pretence, the parties might have 
waited until the year had passed, and then shewn the dimi- 
nution of their fees;—but to this they dare not trust; and 
the effect of Lord Althorp’s endeavour to facilitate the course 
of justice, will be to saddle the country with this com- 
pensation, and to institute a new order of Courts, which, 
in ashort period, will be as expensive as the present.— 
Mr. Lockhart suggested that the sum to be recovered in the 
new courts should be £15 or £20; but Mr. Attorney General 
cunningly opposed this. Hesaw that if the sum were larger, 
the higher courts might suffer in their fees. If the new courts 
are to be established with any view of bringing justice home 
to men’s doors, why not allow them to decide upon any sums 


which may be due as simple debts. They will be as com- 
petent to judge with reference to hundreds of pounds as to 


shillings. But the experiment will end in burthening the 
public with another race of legal harpies, 
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IRISH ABUSES. 
ee — 
Ireland is an extraordinary place, and produces many 


extraordinary characters; and the necessity which the.Go- 
vernment feels of supporting its own creatures is sufficiently 
notorious ; but the statements of a Mr. Ball surpass all ex- 
pectation in the monstrous way; and, but that they are per- 
sisted in with the most courageous intrepidity, and parlia- 
mentary inquiry shunned by the ministry, we should deem 
them romantic. Mr. Ball published a pamphlet in 1820, in 
which he detailed his charges; backed by several letters 
from Mr. Peel, to whom they were originally submitted ; 
and no notice being taken of the matter, Mr. Ball addressed 
the following letter to the Attorney-General, to quite as little 
purpose. We cannot sufficiently blame this evasion of a 
public duty by the Ministry. Either the charges are true or 
false :—and in either case justice demands an investigation. 
It may happen that the custom of the offices may have su- 
perseded the law—and only appearances imply censure 
against the officers. But it is hardly possible that the literal 
charge should be totally unfounded; and the matter ought 
to be explained. We subjoin the following letter, to induce 
some of our parliamentary readers to notice the case; and 
to ascertain how far Mr. Ball describes the matter correctly. 











Copy of a Letter from JOHN BALL, Esq. to the Right Hon. 
Sir ROBERT GIFFORD, Bart., his Majesty’s Attorney- 
— and - ~- 





General; concerning the 
committed on the Revenue, in the Prothonotaries’ 
Office, of his Majesty’s Court of Common Pleas in Ire- 
land, written as a postcript to his pamphlet. 











9, Buckingham Place, Fitzroy Square, 
Sir, October 16, 1820. 
I have to request that you will consider this paper as an 
official document: and [hereby acquaint you, that notwith- 
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standing its want of talent, it is my intention to give it as 
extensive and as public a circulation as I possibly can. 


The letter addressed to the Right Hon. Mr. Peel, concern- 
ing and —, committed in the Office of the 
Prothonotaries of his Majesty’s Court of Common Pleas in 
Ireland, which I sent you last August, was written and 
printed with so much haste, that besides its various imper- 
fections, I omitted in it to insert many matters of the great- 
est public importance, which I would have done had more 
time been allowed me—‘‘ I say allowed me,” because, Sir, 
that haste arose altogether from the situation in which I was 
at that moment placed. That letter was written to get rid of 
the tampering—the allurements—the scrutiny—the threats— 
in fact, to extricate me from the close custody—from the 


snares of a spy. This paper, in consequence of that haste, 
I am obliged to add as a postcript to that letter. 


In that letter, I stated generally, ‘ — and 
, waste and destruction.” I feel it becomes my duty 
now to state to you more particularly, what are those “ 
and —;” what is this ‘ waste, this destruction.” 
Sir, I am badly skilled ia professional phraseology, but 
nevertheless, 1 think you will understand the following. 


Ture NoNn-sTAMPING AND OF THE STAMP 
DuTIES, UPON INNUMERABLE JUDGMENTS, ENTRUSTED 
TO AND INTENDED FOR RECORD IN THAT Court, of 
immense amount—whereon, instead of the stamps prescribed 
by law, are affixed small bits of unstamped parchment, 
marked thus, ‘‘ T. and V. Knox,” meaning the said Prothono- 
taries, Viscount Northland, and the Hon. Thomas Knox, and 
also marked ** E.G.” (instead of stamps), meaning a man 
named Edward Gill, who is clerk to the said Prothonotaries, 
by which said , -, and non-stamping, 
said innumerable judgments are altogether nud/ and void, and 
can only be redeemed from destruction by a special Act of 


Parliament, that is to say, by an act of indemnity reciting 
those and — 


The —-— of the Stamp Duties, the non-stamping, 
and the non-certifying of UPWARDS OF TWENTY TERM 
RULE BOOKS, BY WHICH 40,600 RULES ARE NOT 
ONLY NULL AND VOID, BUT ALSO ALL THE PRO- 
CEEDINGS GROWING OUT OF THEM; all which 
matters and things, besides various other matters of equal 
importance, were communicated by me professionally ; not 
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only to Mr. Peel, officially—but officially also to the Right 
Honourable V. Fitzgerald, the then Chancellor of the Irish 
Exchequer, FOUR YEARS AGO, IN ORDER THAT 
PARLIAMENTARY RELIEF MIGHT BE APPLIED, 
WHICH HAS NEVER SINCE BEEN DONE. 


Unpleasant as itis, both to my feelings, and to my prin- 
ciples to write, or to say, what may possibly give offence to 
administration,—yet, Sir, I feel well warranted, from the 
extraordinary treatment I have experienced in those trans- 
actions, to ask you, as I would ask his Majesty’s Govern- 
ment, was the sum of £600, which was paid to my client, 
by the order of Mr. Peel, given him as compensation for 
having done a great public service, or for concealing a great 
national injury ?—that, Sir, the Parliament will determine. 


And, Sir, with equal reluctance, but of equal necessity, 
Iam to ask you, also, when “I declined compensation,” 
was it, think you, that I might offer myself up a sacrifice to 
keep those destroyers in office ?—that I might be branded 
with the name of an ‘“ Informer,” without receiving the pay 
of one ?—This, Sir, the Parliament will determine also. 


The honourable acquittal—the verdict of Parliament was 
promised me by Government—by Mr. Secretary Peel, as my 
compensation. Sir, I demand it now, I demand it of you; 
I will no longer be exposed to insults and conspiracies. 


Shame! shame! The Records of the Law that should be 
kept as sacred as the Scriptures! The Courts of Justice that 
should be kept as hallowed as the shrines!!! 


Sir, I charge that those and —— against 
the King and against the public have been compounded, to 
the great disgrace of justice and of law—in contempt of Go- 
vernment—in contempt of Parliament; and, Sir, I charge 
not only that, but I emphatically charge this also, that those 
things have been done by a collusion between the of 
— and the — of — 


I have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your very obedient Servant, 


JOHN BALL. 




















To the Right Hon. Sir R. Gifford, Bart. 
His Mayesty’s Attorney-General. 
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LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARF. 


iE 
From the Black Dwarf in London to the Yellow Bonze at 


Japan. 
een 
THE BLACK DWARF RETIRING TO RECONNOITRE. 














I mean to take a little respite. There is an old adage here, 
which says, ‘‘ Give a rogue rope enough and he will hang 
“himself,” and this would be a very good way of getting 
rid of roguery, if rogues would but be content with rope 
enough to hang themselves :—but, plague take the politic 
part of the community, they have no liking for their deserts 
—no affection for the exaltation which they merit—no dispo- 
sition to oblige the world;—but, on the contrary, are very 
angry when they are desired to oblige their fellow-creatures 
by a precipitate departure to their great master—in the arts 
of evil. Lord Castlereagh, it is true, repented at last, and 
freed the earth from the plague of his counsels; but his ex- 
ample has no followers. His colleagues prefer earth to the 
heaven they so piously talk about.—They will not set off on 
their journey to the other world, while they can manage to 
remain in this ‘ vale of tears.” The Lord Chancellor would 
rather cry in the House of Lords, than be called away to sing 
Hallelujah in the presence of the Lord. Lord Liverpool, 
regardless of the old story,” has preferred a new wife to 
a. direct road to everlasting bliss; and Lord Sidmouth has fol- 
lowed his example. Mr. Canning would not oblige us by 
going so far as India-~—-the Duke of Wellington, tired of 





* It is said that St. Peter was once reproached by a fat alderman 
for refusing him *:'mittance into heaven, when he had Ict ina poor 
ragged Poet the ins ant before, and in the very sight of the fat Alder- 
man. Peter defended himseif by saying, that the miserable soul he 
had let in hadbeen married. “ Why, as for that,” said the Alderman, 
‘“‘©— have been married twice.” ‘ Have you so,” said the porter, 
“then that is an additional reason why you should be refused.”’— 
‘¢ Why so?” asked the fat Alderman, ‘‘ Why,” said Peter, ‘ because 
Heaven is no place for fools. 


No. 13, Vol. XII. 
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fighting, is content to repose on his laurels ; and unless he 


take cold from their being too much wetted with blood, he 
may plague the world with his politics these twenty years; 
and perhaps play the part of godd-stick for half as many 
more.. I know of nobody likely to retire unless death should 
steal behind them unexpectedly, and trip up their hells by 
surprize. This event may happen: for the bony wrestler 
generally has his Sway when he makes a point of it;—and 
there is rare havoc for him to make yet in very illustrious 
quarters. I think it prudent, to stand by, and look cau- 
tiously aroumd me, lest he should seize upon me unawares, 
while I am busy in hunting down myown game. He has 








not, indeed, given me any indications of a design upon 
me; but he is no more to be trusted than a French 
cabinet, or a boroughmonger minister;—I shall fairly 
stand by and endeavour to see what he is about. If I were 
to goto sleep I should dream of strange matters for England 
—such as the erection of a monument to the memory of the 
brave and virtuous Rizeco!—a Reform of Parliament—a re- 
duction of the debt—a revision of the public expenditure on 
the North American scale—the triumph of liberty on the 
continent—the annihilation of the Turkish power—the con- 
solidation of the liberties of Greece—-the restoration of the 
tranquillity and happiness of Ireland—and certain other mat- 
ters which I should think desirable for the benefit of the hu- 
man race ;—but as I am wide awake, few of these things are 
likely to delight me—yet there are hopes of Greece, and the 
Continent may be roused from its fretful lethargy. The age 
is certainly improving in knowledge; and knowledge is 
power with rational beings. So that, in a few years, the 
people of all countries may see that they can do without their 
keepers, and paying them their wages, may bid them be off 
tothe moon, or elsewhere, where insanity is the order of the 
day. Thy friend and well-wisher, 
THE BLACK DWARF. 
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_ THE READERS OF THE BLACK DWAR 
Are respectfully informed, that in future the publication will 
be continued MONTHLY ONLY; the next number appear- 
ingon the Ist of May next, and the succeeding numbers on 
the first of every succeeding month, until circumstances of 
greater political interest reqnire a more frequent publication. 
The perspective avocations of the Editor, who is about to 
assume the management of anew daily Evening Paper, in 
some degree influence the proposed change :—but there are 
other reasons. By one of the “six acts” we are compelled 
to fill more than two sheets of a certain size, and to charge 
sixpence for every weekly number. When there is a consi- 
derable degree of political feeling in existence, this act 
is nearly a dead letter; but when this feeling subsides, 
there is a difficulty in finding ewalwable materials for the 
space required to be filled; and though we flatter ourselves 
that we have hitherto succeeded in finding them, we are not 
certain, in the total insipidity of the political world, but that 
we might find ourselves napping, if we ventured to proceed 
in the practice of gleaning two sheets full of political matter 
every week :—and nothing would be to us so disagreeable as 
the drudgery of writing on in endless repetition of what we 
had written before. Once a month, however, we may expect 
to filla number. We shall then be out of the reach of the 
‘¢ Six Acts,” and shall publish onz sHEET at THREE-PENCE, 








or TWO SHEETS at SIX-PENCE, as matters may press upon us ; 
and should political circumstances again require it, we shall 
resume our weekly labours with our accustomed zeal. It is 
necessary that such a BEACON of the inalienable Ricuts or 
Mawn should exist; and it will continue to burn as steadily 
and as brightly as the state of the political hemisphere will 
admit; for it must be remembered, that the want of whole- 
some air, and the stormy excess, is equally prejudicial to 
ihe flame of liberty. Men perish even faster in the raveges 
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of the silent plague, than in the whirlwind; and the common 
weal may suffer more fatally in the deceitful and unhealthy 
calm, than from the ravages of the tempest. 
Until the first of May next, the BLack Dwanre bids fare- 


well to his friends. 
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PAPER CURRENCY DISASTERS. 


eR 
The following paragraph, from a provincial journal, may 


remind some of our slumberers in this dream of national pros- 
perity, that ‘‘ all is not gold that glitters.” The advantages 
of a paper currency, or rather of a paper medium, in busi- 
ness of great extent, are obvious; and, indeed, without pa- 
per, in the shape of notes, bills, and checks, it would be im- 
possible to transact the business which is carried on by some 
individuals. Silver superseded iron and copper as a more 
portable coin. Gold superseded silver for the same reason ; 
and paper has superseded gold in the same way—at first 
from a necessity produced by the measures of a bad system, 
and now from choice, as a more convenient instrument with 
many. Still there aré great evils to be apprehended from a 
currency which has no intrinsic value, in which paper differs 
from gold and silver; and instances will always be occurring 
to make people repent of having taken a worthless represen- 
tative, instead of something convertible into the means of 





subsistence from its native value; as those in the neighbour- 
hood of Dartmouth are repenting of a confidence placed in 
the credit on which their own credulity bestowed the principal 
portion of its value. 


‘¢ On Friday last, the utmost consternation prevailed at 
Dartmouth and its vicinity, in consequence of the Bank of 
the firmof Hine and Holdsworth, of that place, stopping 
payment. We understand that a great number of their notes 
arein circulation, and what still adds to the distress, from 
the implicit confidence that was placed in their credit by the 
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inhabitants of that town and the neighbouring country, 
sums to a very great amount, the property of various indi- 
viduals, had been placed in their hands on interest notes. 
On the following morning, the Brixham Bank also stopped 
payment, it being connected with the Dartmouth firm. The 
feeling of distress witnessed at the latter place, when it was 
discovered, was beyond description: such reliance had 
been placed in the Bank, that persons who had been enabled 
to save any money had preferred their notes to any other, so 
that there was scarcely one family in the town but what pos- 
sessed their notes either toa greater orless amount. Consi- 
derable sums belonging to the inhabitants had also been 
lodged with them on interest notes. We have been informed 
by a person who was in Brixiam a day or two afterwards, 
that reports relative to several other banks werein circulation, 
so that the inhabitants were going from shop to shop, pur- 
chasing trifling articles, with a view to get their country 
notes changed, till at last the shopkeepers had no silver left; 
but such reports were fortunately without foundation. On 
Saturday morning last, hand-bills signed by many of the 
most respectable gentlemen and tradesmen of Dartmouth, 
were posted round the town, to the following effect :—‘‘ We, 
the undersigned, being perfectly satisfied with the responsi- 
bilty of the Dartmouth Bank, Messrs. Harris and Co., do 
hereby engage to take their notes in payment to any amount ; 
and we recommend all others to do the same :” so that public 


confidence with respect to the firm may be said to be fully es- 
tablished.”— Devonshire Freeholder. 


If banks are requisite, a single one only onght to be tole- 
rated, with branches in every district; and it should be con- 
ducted for the benefit of the nation. No loss could then ac- 
crue, butin the ruin of the state; and whatever relief might 
be occasionally requisite to any individual interest, could be 
advanced in the most economical and effectual way :—while 
banks established on the credit of a few individuals must have 
the certain disadvantage attending upon them, of depending 
upon all the vicissitudes of individual fortune. The tempta- 
tion to issue an excess of paper is too great to be resisted by 
all men; and the interest of whole districts is frequently in- 
volved in the disposition of a single individual. The ‘ re- 
spectable gentlemen and tradesmen of Dartmouth” did a 
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very natural thing ; but ‘ public confidence” is not so easily 
restored, nor oughtitto be. The ability of a banker is like 
the chastity of a woman. Once doubted, it is stained for 
ever ;—once lost, it cannot be recovered. It is the more ne- 
cessary to caution the public on this head, because a ‘ Gi- 
gantic Scheme of Banking” is in contemplation, jn the shape 
of a Joint Stock Company, with a capital of Three Millions 
of Paper ; which they hope to swell to Siz Millions, we sup- 
pose, from their hoped-for controul over the productive la- 
bour of the country. Whether this will prove another South 
Sea Bubble, we cannot anticipate ; but in the absence of ho- 
nestly productive modes of employing the capital, which an 
enormous taxation, and the borrowing system, has thrown 
into comparatively few hands, we shall have a thousand such 
expedients of setting money to produce money; and if they 
succeed, the country will fall into the hands of a monied 
aristocracy—if they fail, it will be ruined in another way. 
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BIRMINGHAM CHAMBER OF COMMERCE. 
— 
Upon certain points, the present Administration are ex- 


tremely Liberal. They are not tainted with any aristocratical 
prejudices, either of a Whig or Tory nature. They are ad- 
venturers in the true sense of the word—mere political 
Switzers, who serve for pay and promotion, and who are 
ready to do any thing that may secure the one, or increase 
the other. The ancient aristocracy, of both castes, is being 
fast shuffled aside: ‘Those whose ancestors came in with the 
Normans, are likely to go out themselves long before the 
- Guelph family shall fail to supply heirs to the throne. Com- 
merce and manufactures are gaining the ascendancy; and 
trade will drive away nobility. The present ministers have 
no objection to this, so that they can be popular with rRAvE; 
and they wish to extend its Jimits and its influence that they 
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may be popular with it. While they are in this mood, it ap- 
pears singular that any portion of the mercanule part of the 
community should think of thwarting them; but all “ cor- 
porations,” and “ chambers,” are aristocratic imitations of 
the tyranny from which they were emanations; the hall of the 
corporate body resembles the castle of the feudal chieftain, 
where none might tread without the licence of the lord, and 
where that licence must be purchased by the most implicit 
komage and odedience. Birmingham has no corporation; 
but its Chamber of Commerce is a mimic corporation; as the 
corporate hall is a mimic castle; and common sense is 
equally proscribed in both. We have heard that T. Attwood, 
Esq., and R. Spooner, Esq., attended the first meeting of 
the Birmingham Chamber; (for it appears they had two 
meetings to digest their famous resolutions) and pointed ont 
in the strongest manner the silly policy, and the barefaced 
injustice of the restrictions upon commerce, and the right of 
the workmen to seek employment where they thought proper. 
But the first resolution passed with only two dissentient voices ; 
and it is reported that Mr. Attwood declared he would have 
nothing more to do with such a sapient chamber. Mr. 
Spooner, however, attended the second meeting, and endea- 
voured to set the ‘* Chamber” right; but to no purpose; and 
the remaining resolutions were carried with only one dissen- 
tient voice. 

The first resolution declares a positive untruth; but if it 
were true, that to confine our ‘ intelligent and ingenicus ar- 
‘* tisans at home” is essential to certain interests, where is the 
justice of such a proceeding? Is it not reducing them to 
the condition of cerfs of the soil~—mere slaves of their em- 
ployers—vassals of a lower description even than the feudal 
vassals of old—inasmuch as the feudal chieftain spread his 
table for the support of his followers; while the mercantile 


chieftain, after deriving all the advantage of his intelligence 
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and ingenuity, leaves the artisan to pine unregarded, and to 
perish in a workhouse, when the market is overstocked with 
intelligence and ingenuity. But it is untrue that even the in- 
terest of the employers is forwarded by any such restrictions ; 
because they are absolute nullities. The restrictions some- 
times encreasethe expense of emigration, but they keep none 
at home; and our best workmen are numerous in all foreign 
countries. There is one effect of the restrictions which is 
‘* highly injurious to our mercantile interests ;” for they keep 
many abroad who would very gladly return if they were not 
afraid of being punished. These enactments the ‘‘ Chamber”’ 
would have repealed; not perceiving that when they shall be 
so, the other would be adead letter; since emigration, thanks 
to the extent of our commerce, cannot be prevented. The 
feeling throughout these resolutions is precisely the same 
with that of the West India slave-holders, in regard to their 
slaves. Both parties fear their individual interests may 
suffer in some unknown way: and the one would perpetuate 
slavery, and the other hold by the restrictions, lest they might 
lose something by any alteration. In the latter part of the 
resolutions of the ‘‘ Chamber,” there is more nonsense than 
is usually compressed in soshort a document. The idea that 
the ‘“‘ Chamber” is not competent to offer any opinion that may 
concern ‘* manufacturing towns generally,” is worthy of the 
select of Gotham; and shews that the ‘‘ Chamber” is barely 
as competent to the business with which it ventures to meddle, 
as the parish workhouse would be; to which, if it value its 
character, we would in future beg of it to refer such matters, 
and profit by the wisdom of the decayed, ingenious, and in- 
telligent artisan; for in the Chamber of Commerce there ap- 
pears to be a lamentable deficiency of intelligence, and no 
ingenuity at all. We are glad to hear that the workmen of 
Birmingham are about to take up this matter. From THEM 
we may expect a little plain truta and honest reason; and in 
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the interim we present our readers with a letter on this sub- 
ject from our friend “ Inspector.” 
To the Editor of the Black Dwarf. 
SIR, 

A few days since, I sent to you a Copy of the Resolutions 
passed at a recent Meetire of the Birmingham Chamber of 
Commerce, and was then prevented, by other engagements, 
from offering to you those remarks which I conceive the sub- 
ject imperiously demands. Political Economy is the topic 
involved in these Resolutions, and as this branch of know- 
ledge has probably been but little studied by your readers, 
unless recent circumstances may have forced it upon their 
consideration, I should, perhaps, have been deterred from 
addressing you on the present occasion, had not the liberties 
of mankind been deeply involved in the question at issue. 

On the present occasion I shall confine myself to the consi- 
deration of the first Resolution, which gives its sanction to 
the existing laws prohibiting the emigration of artisans; and 
on this subject I shall not be apprehensive of measuring a 
Spear, or shivering a lance with any Knight who may appear 
in the Tilt Yard of the Brack Dwarr, although his uplifted 
Visor might reveal the countenance of my own brother. 

I maintain that the legislative enactments, which in any 
way interfere with the emigration of any class or classes of 
individuals here, originated in periods of political ignorance 
and tyranny, and have been perpetuated by the gross but 
misguiding selfishness of legislators who have walked in 
darkness and dwelt with despotism. Such law-givers can 
distinguish no difference between the Rights of Man and the 
Rights of a Cabbage; and they must, undoubtedly, severely 
reprobate the vagrant conduct of the seeds of many of our 
English plants, when, borne upon the wings of the wind, 
they think proper to migrate, unsanctioned by the provisions 
of an Act of Parliament. Our English Statute-book contains 
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various denunciations against persons therein denominated 
‘“‘ Egyptians,” and who, I doubt not, were at once the an- 
cestors of the Members of the Birmingham Chamber of Com- 
merce, and the descendants of that Pharoah who so strenu- 
ously endeavoured to prevent the emigration of the Israelites ; 
and who, though he himself perished in those waters in which 
troubled spirits are usually laid to rest, yet appears to have 
left his descendants on shore; who have, unquestionably, 
been conveyed to this country, in consequence of the great 
facilities attendant upon commercial intercourse. To sucha 
Chamber as I have referred to, the presence of those cour- 
tiers of our Danish King Canute, who wished him to deter- 
mine the habitation of the sea and the place of the waves, 
could not fail to be agreeable; and, because Paradise is be- 
lieved to have been situated on the banks of the Euphrates, 
such persons must maintain that our common progenitor, 
Adam, was an Assyrian, instead of a citizen of the world. 

But, jesting apart, I object to the laws in question, because 
the right of choice of country is inherent in man—is per- 
fectly inalienable—and is such as no statutes can deprive 
him of. I object, also, because such laws are wrequal as 
well as wajust; because they are enacted to grind the poor, 
whilst they spare the rich; because they incarcerate the use- 
ful members of society, whilst they leave the idle and worth- 
less at liberty; because they recompense services with bonds— 
and great public obligations with imprisonment. 

If we admit the lex scripta to have its origin in the princi- 
ples of equity, as lawyers would have us believe, whai shall 
be said in defence of the Hugonots, who in the reign of 
Louis XIV: emigrated to this country, and bringing with 
them.no mean stock of knowledge, of enterprise, and of 
industry, established those flourishing silk manufactories 
which have since added so much to the wealth of our native 
land. Speaking of the descendants of these individuals, 
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the laureat himself, Dr. Southey, says that no other persons 
in existence retain so splendid an escutcheon, have such reason 
to be truly proud of their glorious ancestry, or can rejoice in 
a descent so eminently illustrious. This, be it observed, is 
written of persons who, if law and equity be synonymous, 
(for though law be national, yet equity is universal,) have, 
in their aforesaid conduct, so beneficial to this country, vio- 
lated both justice and morality, unless a new act of Parlia- 
ment may decide to the contrary. 

In condemnation of which, in the opinion of our Cham- 
berers, must attach to the conduct of the Hugonots, must, 
of necessity be extended to the Flemings, from whom we 
derived similar benefits when they fled from the persecu- 
tions of Philip and his minion the Duke of Alva; and the 
guilt belonging to such transactions is not confined to Ple- 
bians, but must be shared by our Sovereigns from Elizabeth 
downwards, who have tacitly permitted or openly encouraged 
the emigration of artisans, and which under William Penn 
and others led to the foundation of those states which have 
given us bread in our hour of need. The guilt which at- 











taches to these deeds, unless law and equity have divorced, 


must be shared by ministers as well as princes, for they have 
encouraged emigration, that best resource of excessive po- 
pulation, to Van Dieman’s Land, to the Cape of Good Hope, 
to New Holland, and to Canada, countries which will even- 
tually establish independent governn.ents; and unless our 
local legislators are prepared to prove that a carpenter is not 
an artisan, the Husband of ‘‘ the Mother of God” must 
encounter their Ban for his clandestine flight into Egypt. 

It can avail but little to interdict the emigration of artisans, 
so long ar we permit throughout the world the dissemination 
of those books which record our progress in the arts. The 
Journal of Science and the Arts, published at the Royal 
[nstitution ; the Technical Repository; the Repository of 
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Arts and Manufactures; the London Journal of Arts, and 
other similar publications, all recording our discoveries and 
improvements, and accompanied by illustrative engravings, 
are rerularly sent adroad and may be met with in every civi- 
lized hation; and it cannot be necessary to say, that by the 
exercise of the described means of attaining certain ends, 
artisans may be formed in any country. 

The base return of our Birmingham Political Economists 
to those men who have realised the dreams of Alchemists 
and converted iron into gold, with which to fill the pockets 
of their masters, is as impolitic as it is unjust ;—for will 
any one say that emigration is not better than insurrection 
or rebellion ? or that foreign travel is not, even in the opinion 
of tyrants, preferable to those acts which are treasonable if 
unsuccessful, but patriotic and glorious if the desired end 
be accomplished ? Emigration is the peaceable remedy for 
unteachable despotism—it would render revolt unnecessary, 
and might have prevented that manifestation of feeling, the 
murderous suppression of which added the dagger to the 
arms of the cityof London. This exercise of the national 
rights of man—this foreign palliative, when domestic care 
may be hopeless, has been resorted to by whole nations in 
the Russian, Persian, and Tartarian territories in repeated 
instances—and though the Sovereign may remain, his Ma- 
jesty departs—the diadem falls from his head—the sceptre 
drops from his paralised grasp—and, as in the last scene 
in the life of Ethelbert, King of the West Saxons, the throne 


sinks beneath him, and though the individual lives, the Mo- 
narch dies, without the committal of regicide. 

It may be said, that such arguments as those now ad- 
duced in favour of personal liberty, are better adapted to 
the capacities of slaves than freemen; and I shall not be. 
backward in acknowledging the correctness of this conclu- 
sion; but I have yet to be convinced, that such reasons will 
not be better understood by our Chamberers than any others 
that can be urged. 
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Effectual remedies against emigration, which no statutes 
can prevent, and which we ought not to prevent if we could, 
are to be and ought, net in the wanton assumption of power 
—not in the enactment of laws equally partial and unjust, but 
in the diffusion of the blessings of a good government, and 
a liberal system of policy by the substitution of an attracting 
instead of a repelling power; by the uniting energies of equal 
laws, of which we have hitherto made an empty boast; by 
elevating the most useful class of the community to that con- 
sideration to which their industry and their ingenuity entitles 
them; and by gradually relaxing that indirect taxation which, 
in the form of Excise or Custom House Duties, has invaded 
every cottage, and lessened the comforts of every labourer 
and mechanic in the kingdom. By causing Great Britain to 
become in fact what it is professed to be in theory, the hap- 
piest country in the world, we shall deprive our artisans of 
all inducementto emigrate; let us render it impossible for 
them, upon the whole, to better their situation; and we may 
then rest asured that they will feel no desire to forsake the 
soil of their forefathers ; for it cannot be shewn that our fel- 
low-subjects are less attached to theirdares than other nations. 
The inconveniences resulting to persons, comparatively un- 
educated, from foreign customs, foreign manners, and fo- 
reign languages, to say nothing of the trouble and expense 
of removing, cannot fail to have their influence in withholding 
men from pursuing a course of uncertain good. 

For all the reasons now stated, I do most decidedly ob- 
ject to that resolution of the Birmingham Chamber of Com- 
merce which sanctions the continuance of laws the folly 
and iniquity of which cannot be too strongly denounced. 

If the subject on which I have written had been one merely 
of local or temporary interest, I would not have troubled 
you with these observations ; for I do not think that the 
Chamber in question, nor even the town referred to, is en- 
titled to so much attention from your readers ; but the prin- 
ciples involved in the discussion are those of eternal rectitude, 
and their operation is without any limits but those of time and 
space. 

With due feelings of respect for your exertions in the cause 
of public liberty, ‘and thanks for your insertion of my former 
communications, 


Iam, Sir, your obedient Servant, 


INSPECTOR. 
Birmingham, March 27, 1824. 
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IMPORTANT BANKRUPTCY. 


Some time ago, the following paragraph appeared in the 
public prints. YWehave not heard any thing of the ulterior 











proceedings, and are anxious to know what became of the 
effects of the firm :— 


“Most Extensive Farture.—A failure of more import- 
ance than any which has occurred these fifty years, and which 
will be felt in every part of the commercial world, has just 
taken place. The firm of Liverpool, Castlereagh, Vansit- 
tart, and Co., stopped on last Monday night. The 
amount of their debts has not been yet accurately ascertained, 
but itis known to be enormous. The bankrupts hesitate to 
surrender, and propose a composition, but their extravagance 
and want of faith in their dealings with the public are so no- 
torious, it is not-supposed their creditors will listen to them. 
Fear alone, it is thought, prevents them from absconding, 
for there is not the slightest chance that their creditors will 
ever be prevailed on to sign their certificate.—Of the extent 
of their dealings, and the consequent injury to the public, 
some idea may be entertained, if it be considered that there 
is not aman of any substance in society whois not a loser 
by them, with the exception of some jobbers, retainers, and 
other favourites.” 


Query—Was the god-send of half-a-crown in the pound 
on the part of the Emperor of Austria, any portion of the 
dividend of the bankrupts ? 


TTA NST 
EXCELLENCE OF THE ENGLISH LAW. 


The following extract from a speech made by Sir W. Mere- 
dith, in the House of Commons, will speak volumes on this 
part of the subject :— 


‘‘ The shop-lifting act was to prevent bankers’ and gold- 
smiths’ and other shops, where there are commonly goods of 
great value, from being robbed; but it goes so far'as to make 
it death to lift any thing off a counter with intent to steal. 
Under this act one Mary Jones was executed, whose case I 
shall just mention; it was at the time when press-warrants 
were issued, on the alarm about Falkland Islands. The wo- 
man’s husband was pressed, their goods seized for some 
debt of his, and she, with two small children, turned into 
the streets a-begging. Tis a circumstance not to be forgot- 
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ten, that she was very young (under 19), and most remarka- 
bly handsome. She wentto a linen-draper’s shop, took some 
coarse linen off the counter, and slipped it under her cloak ; 
the shop-woman saw her, and she laid it down; for this she 
was hanged. Her defence was (I have the trial in my pocket) 
that she had lived in credit, and wanted for nothing, tilla 
press-gang came and stole her husband from her; but since 
then she had no bed to lie on; nothing to give her children to 
eat; and they were almost naked; and perhaps she might 
have done something wrong, for she hardly knew what she 
did; the parish officers testified the truth of this story; but 
it seems there had been a good deal of shop-lifting about 
Ludgate; an example was thought necessary, and this woman 
was hanged, for the comfort and satisfaction of some shop- 
keepers in Ludgate-street. . When brought to recezve sentence, 
she behaved in such a frantic manner, as proved her to be in 
a distracted and desponding state; and the chicd was sucking 
at her breast when she set out for Tyburn.”” 














THE DUKE OF RICHMOND'S LETTER. 

This celebrated document, in which the doctrines of an- 
nual Parliaments, and Universal Suffrage, are so unanswer- 
ably advocated, it appears, was, fortunately for its noble 
author, not published during the reign of John Scott (the 
present Lord Chancellor) as Attorney-General. Ina scrap 
of an old newspaper, we have the following curious remarks 
on this subject :— | 


“ The Lorp CHanceLtor said, if he was trying a 
man for attempting to bring into hatred and contempt either 
House of Parliament, he could have little hesitation in charg- 
ing a jury, that such an offence was a seditious libel. In the 





* We are almost inclined to believe that this anecdote has been given 
to the readers of the Dwarr in some very early number ; but accident 
placed it again before our eyes, and it 1s of sohorrible a nature, that 
no repetition can be too frequent. It ought to be painted over the 
judgment seat in every tribunal, for the warning of all future Mini- 
sters of the Law to avoid judicial murder ; for never was a fouler mur- 
der perpetrated than that of this poor creature. The murder of Weare 
was a venial offence compared with it;—and the verdict can only be 
accounted for on the supposition of the influence of.a feeling (00 com- 
mon with both Judges and Juries, and which induces them to believe 
all guilty who are accused, and to pay no attention to whatever truth 
mey be offered in their own behalf by the miserable and destitute. 
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state trials, when he could hardly get home with his life, 
while his noble friend had his horses taken from his carriage, 
and was dragged in triumph, but he believed, never saw his 
horses again ;*—(A laugh)—on those trials they put in the 
Duke of Richmond’s letter in defence, and the Judge asked 
how he was to receive thatin evidence, which nearly amounted 
to high treason itself 2? He (the Lord Chancellor) then said— 

‘ My Lord, I will never prevent a subject whom I prosecute, 
from using that in his defence which neither House of Par- 
liament had thought fit to prosecute.” He had no objection 
to say, that had he been Attorney General when the Duke of 
Richmond published that letter, he would have brought him, 


or the highest Peer in that House, to the bar of a court of jus- 
tice for it.’ 














How the Duke of Richmond would have laughed at this 
old man! who laboured nine hours in vain to hang Thomas 
flardy! He attack the Duke of Richmond! He dare as 
soon have quarrelled with his wife. 











TO CORRESPONDENTS. 





Mr. P. Watson returns his sincere thanks to his friends of 
the Southowram Patriotic Fund, of Folly Hall, near Halifax, 
for £1 inclosed in a letter to him, dated March 24; and he 
informs them that he will never compromise with his enemies, 
but have victory or death, in the cause of reason against 
smoke-pennies and Easter-hens. Of victory he believes he is 
now certain. 

— SS , 

Mr. Swann acknowledges the receipt of one pound from the 
Birmingham Patriots’ Friend Society, through the hands of 
Mr. Lakins; and two pounds from Mr. Camplon, of Lancas- 
teri through the hands of Mr. Swanwick. Mr. Swann adds 
—‘‘ | hope the time is not far distant when I shall be no longer 
a burthen to my brother reformers, as 1 am now within four 
months of my period of confinement, when J hope to have 
the pleasure of thanking my friends, and the pride of again 
providing for myself and “family.” 





* This is a lie inferential; and its atrocious slander of the multi- 
tude deserves the severest reprebension. Does this old man remem- 
ber the things that are said to be held in abomination by the Lorn? 
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